The value of laboratory and imaging studies in the evaluation of long-bone non-unions.
Delayed union and non-union are common but definitive diagnosis is difficult. Few studies have evaluated imaging methods and laboratory parameters in the distinction between normal and prolonged heating specifically of long-bone fractures. The values of newer imaging methods have been analysed in some cases and should be the subject of further clinical trials. Biological markers may facilitate the earliest diagnosis of delayed union. Preliminary studies of these are limited and more trials are needed. To date it is still difficult to predict accurately a normal consolidation of bone.